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Simple fractions are introduced in Year 3 and this area 
is revisited each year with a developing complexity. 
Calculators are used when appropriate. Algebra is 
introduced through patterns and problems with the 
more formal use of symbols and formulae coming in 
Year 6. There will be an introduction to probability.

From Year 3 students are introduced to 2 dimensional 
a n d  3  d i m e n s i o n a l  s h a p e s ,  s y m m e t r y  a n d 
measurement. By Year 6 it is expected that most 
will be able to draw, measure and use the language 
of angle. They should be able to estimate and use 
apparatus for measurement and calculate perimeters, 
areas and volumes of simple shapes. A variety of 
ways of collecting and recording data is introduced 
and developed over the four years. The students 

should be able to construct tables, bar charts, line 
and pie charts by the end of Year 6.

PERFORMANCE

At Dulwich we value performance as a way for students 
to develop skills in the dramatic arts. Each year group 
has a dedicated performance hour during which they 
will be acting, singing, playing musical instruments or 
performing dance. The students are encouraged to 
work collaboratively to create small and large scale 
performances and have a variety of opportunities to 
demonstrate their skills in such activities as class plays, 
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assemblies, personal talks and community based 
activities. We also provide a range of experiences such 
as outings, visiting speakers and visits and workshops 
from various professional performers to develop their 
skills further. All students will take part in a major 
production each year.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND 
HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) 

AND CITIZENSHIP

The PSHE and Citizenship policy follows the guidelines 
for Key Stage 2 of the National Curriculum. 

PSHE and Citizenship in the Junior School is focused 
around service and is divided into three main strands: 
People, Animals and Environment. 

Each year group focuses on one aspect per term and 
sponsors various charities to develop the students 
understanding of issues from a personal, local and 
global perspective. Various activities and discussions 
are designed around this to develop a sense of social 
justice and moral responsibility.

Great emphasis is placed on students understanding 
that their own choices and behaviour can affect 
local, national or global issues and political or social 
institutions. Each year group looks at current news 
items weekly to allow students to appreciate life beyond 
the school gates, and each week focus on a ‘Virtue’ that 
helps students develop their own moral code. 

On a weekly basis each year group also discuss 
personal issues, thereby helping students to cope with 
their feelings effectively, increase their self awareness, 
raise their self esteem and improve their social skills.

As parents you will be aware that your children may 
wish to discuss any issues raised in class or ask 
further questions at home. We hope that by working 
in partnership we can allay any anxieties and keep 
channels of communication open. We would be grateful 
if you could warn us in advance if you feel that your 
student might be particularly sensitive to any of the 
issues under discussion because of specific personal 
circumstances.

Physical Education (PE) 
and Games

Key Stage 2 students have one hour of PE and one 
hour of Games lessons per week with specialist PE 
staff.

The Junior PE programme is based upon the English 
National Curriculum for Key Stage 2 and takes into 
consideration the facilities, equipment, climate, 
student population, travel and local culture we enjoy 
at our school.

Our Scheme of Work includes areas such as Athletics, 
Gymnastics, Dance, Games, Swimming, Table Tennis 
and Outdoor and Adventurous Activities. We aim 
to provide each student with a broad experience of 
activities, teach the basic skills in a comprehensive 
manner, and apply these skills in a competitive 
environment. This is supported with a health component 
per activity and an opportunity to reflect and comment 
on each student’s own performance.

More specifically, our Games programme offers a 
variety of sports under the following headings:

•	� Team Games inc lud ing soccer,  rugby and 
basketball

•	� Batting and Fielding Games including cricket, 
rounders and softball

•	� Net/Wall Games including tennis, volleyball and 
badminton

•	 Target Games

Our programme also includes a ‘Learn to Swim’ 
scheme which includes water safety.

Emphasis is placed upon promoting enjoyment 
through participation, co-operation, enjoyment, 
sportsmanship/etiquette and safe practice. For 
effective progression of skills, we maximise the 
number of learning experiences per class. It is our 
intention to equip our students with the necessary 
skills and experiences to maintain a healthy lifestyle 
in the years to come.
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YEAR 3 YEAR 4

Teeth and eating Moving and growing

Helping plants grow Habitats

Light and shadow Keeping warm

Magnets and springs Solids, liquids and how they can be separated

Characteristics of materials Friction

Rocks and soils Circuits and conductors

YEAR 5 YEAR 6

Keeping healthy Adaptation and change

Life cycles Micro-organisms

Gases around us Dissolving

Changing state Reversible and irreversible changes

Earth, Sun and Moon Forces in action

Sound How we see things

Changing circuits

Science

Science stimulates and excites students’ curiosity 
about phenomena and events in the world around 
them. It also satisfies this curiosity with knowledge. 
Scientific method is about developing and evaluating 
explanations through experimental evidence and 
modelling. This is a spur to critical and creative thought.

The Science programme at Dulwich covers ‘Life 
Processes and Living Things’, ‘Materials and their 
Properties’, and ‘Physical Processes’. Running as a 
strand through all of these areas is ‘Scientific Enquiry’, 
where children are taught to investigate aspects of 
science using correct and increasingly complex scientific 
ideas and methods.

Science is taught for two periods a week. The topics 
covered are as follows:
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